
9/9/2020 Print Preview

https://ng.cengage.com/static/nb/ui/evo/index.html?dockAppUid=101&eISBN=9781305397781&id=924173291&nbId=1964522&snapshotId=1964522& 1/2

Obj. 2.4 - Identify the types of professionals
who might be present at a crime scene.

Did You Know?

Crime-scene investigation teams do not
clean up the scene. This dirty job often falls
to the victim’s family. Professional crime-
scene cleaners can be hired to do this job.
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2-3 The Crime-Scene Investigation Team
Who is involved in a crime-scene
investigation? The team is made up of
legal and scientific professionals who
work together to solve a crime.
Professionals at the scene of a crime
may include police officers, detectives,
crime-scene investigators, district attorneys, medical examiners, and scientific specialists.

Police officers are usually the first
to arrive at a crime scene. They
secure the scene and direct
activity. A district attorney may be
called to the scene to determine
whether a search warrant is
necessary for the crime-scene
investigators.

Crime-scene investigators document the crime scene in detail and collect physical
evidence. Crime-scene investigators record the data, sketch the scene, and take
photos of the crime scene.

Medical examiners (or coroners) determine the manner of death: natural, accidental,
homicide, suicide, or undetermined.

Detectives interview witnesses and talk to the crime-scene investigators about the
evidence.
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Specialists such as entomologists (insect biologists), forensic scientists, and forensic
psychologists may be consulted if the evidence requires their expertise.
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